
Garden City High School 
Course: Global History 9R  

 

Instructional Philosophy:  

 

The Global History & Geography 9R curriculum is the first part of a two-year program designed 

to provide both an overview of world regions and an analysis of the interactions between 

societies from ancient times to the Age of Absolutism. Students will develop and apply historical 

skills and concepts, and use a variety of models to convey their understanding of the past. While 

the Regents curriculum alone does not suffice to develop well-educated and participatory 

citizens, passing the Global History Regents is a prerequisite for high school graduation and is 

thus at the core of the Global History & Geography sequence 

 

Garden City High School’s Global History curriculum seeks to balance the need for a guaranteed 

curriculum with flexibility in response to student needs.  Aligned with NYS standards in social 

studies, it is designed to guide teachers yet preserve their autonomy in instructional decision-

making.  Teachers utilize essential questions in order for students to grapple with complex 

historical issues to develop a deeper level of understanding and, ultimately, ownership of the 

content. 

 

Overview of Global History  9R 

This is the first year of a two-year chronological, cross-cultural survey of history from the 

Paleolithic Era to the mid-18
th

 century; it follows the New York State curriculum.  Students 

engage in a comparative study of the geography, history, politics, economics and social 

structures of different regions of the world.  A major emphasis in this course is the development 

of reading, writing, note taking and research skills to further historical inquiry. There is a final 

exam at the end of the course; this two-year course of study will culminate with a Regents 

examination at the end of Global History 10.  

 

Knowledge and Skills Objectives 
1. To develop chronological thinking skills necessary to examine Global History from the 

earliest times to 1750. 

2. To distinguish between secondary and primary sources and develop the skills necessary 

to analyze each. 

3. To develop the ability to formulate a thesis and support it using historical evidence. 

4. To think critically about historical events in order to draw conclusions about the past and 

the present. 

5. To define, develop and practice research skills. 

 

http://pdonline.ascd.org/pd_demo/lesson.cfm?SID=92
http://pdonline.ascd.org/pd_demo/lesson.cfm?SID=92
http://www.galileo.org/tips/essential_questions.html


Units of study: 

1. Introduction -- Paleolithic Period and the Neolithic Revolution 

a. How did the earliest people adapt to their environment? 

b. How did the development of agriculture change the way early people lived? 

c. How do historians know what they know?  What is reliable evidence? 

 

2. The Evolution of Civilization: From Ancient Civilization through the Development 

of Empire 

a. What types of government and social structure were created by early 

civilizations?  

b. How did trade, warfare and migration spread ideas among early civilizations? 

c. How did geographic conditions influence the development of the classical 

civilizations of India, China, Greece and Rome?  

d. What features of government allowed the classical civilizations of India, China, 

Greece and Rome to remain strong? 

e. What contributions have the classical civilizations of India, China, Greece and 

Rome made to later civilizations? 

f. Analyze the impact of the Mediterranean Sea and the Silk Road trade routes. 

g. What are the characteristics of the major religions?  How are they similar and 

different? (Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam) 

h. How have religious beliefs affected the culture and history of the region(s) in 

which they are found?  

i. Why/how do belief systems spread over large areas? 

j. Compare and contrast the rise and fall of the Han and the Roman empires? 

 

3. Golden Ages and Not so Golden Ages in Europe, Africa and Asia 

a. Describe the characteristics of civilizations’ Golden Ages. (Gupta, Tang, Song, 

Islam, etc.) How is each civilization similar/different. 

b. What political systems emerged to maintain order in each society? 

c. Evaluate the impact of the Tang dynasty on Chinese history and culture. 

d. How did the Tang and Song dynasties influence the development of Japan? 

e. How did Justinian organize his government and code of law? 

f. How did the Orthodox Christian Church influence the Byzantine Empire and 

Russia? 

g. Analyze the impact of the Byzantine Empire on Eastern and Western Europe. 

h. How did trade affect the Muslim empires? 

i. What resulted from the intersection of Islam and Christianity in the Middle East 

and Europe? 

j. Analyze the role of the Church in the Middle Ages? 

k. Why did feudalism and manorialism emerge in the Middle Ages? 

l. To what extent were the Crusades a turning point in European history? In the 

history of the world? 

m. How did Japan’s geography help to shape its history and culture? 

n. Compare Japanese and European feudalism. 

o. How did Mongol rule affect the cultural and political development of the lands 

under their rule? Analyze the impact of Mongol rule in world history. 



 

4. Renaissance and Reformation  

a. Analyze the causes and effects of the Commercial Revolution? 

b. How did the philosophy of humanism affect Europe? 

c. Analyze how the Renaissance influenced art, architecture and literature. 

d. Why did the Protestant Reformation happen?  Evaluate the role of individuals in 

the Protestant Reformation. 

e. How did the Protestant Reformation change the political and cultural landscape of 

Europe? 

f. Analyze the Catholic Church’s reaction to the Reformation. 

g. How has technology shaped historical and cultural trends? 

h. Why did monarchs gain power in England and France?  Compare the political 

developments in France and England. 

 

5. The Age of Exploration 
a. How did China change politically and economically after the overthrow of the 

Mongols (during the Ming Dynasty)? 

b. How did China influence other Asian societies? 

c. How did the geography of Africa shape its historical and cultural development? 

d. What factors led to the rise and fall of powerful kingdoms in Africa? 

e. Why were the West African Kingdoms so prosperous?  How were they influenced 

by trade? 

f. How does traditional African art and literature reflect the beliefs of the African 

people? 

g. How did the geography of Latin America shape its historical and cultural 

development? 

h. What role did religion play in the Mesoamerican civilizations 

i. Compare and contrast the Olmec, Maya, Inca and Aztec civilizations. 

j. How did the Ottoman’s come to power?   

k. How did the Ottoman’s affect the religious landscape of the lands they ruled? 

l. Why did the Ottoman Empire fall? 

m. Why did Europeans search for alternate trade routes to East Asia? 

n. How/why did global trade patterns change between the late 1400s and the 1700s? 

o. How has technology shaped historical and cultural trends? 

p. Why did Europeans establish colonies in the Americas between 1500-1700? 

q. How did European expansion shape the political, economic, cultural and historical 

development of Latin America and Africa? 

r. Describe Spanish colonial rule in Latin America – politically, economically and 

socially. 

s. Evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on Latin America and Africa 

(and world history). 

Materials:   

Mournir A. Farah and Andrea Berens Karls, World History: The Human Experience, 1999 

 

New York Stated Education Department’s Global History Curriculum Resource 

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/ghgonline/home.html  

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/ghgonline/home.html

